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THE ESSENTIALS

What is IRSES?

The Marie Curie International Research Staff Exchange Scheme aims at strengthening research partnerships through short period staff exchanges and networking activities between European research organisations and organisations from countries with which the Community has an S&T agreement or are in the process of negotiating one, and countries covered by the European Neighbourhood policy.

Who can apply?

Public or private bodies which carry out research can participate in this action. A partnership in this action shall be composed of at least two independent participants established in at least

two different EU Member States (MS) or Associated countries (AC), and one or more

organisation(s) located either in countries with which the EU has an S&T Agreement or in

countries covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy. One of the MS/AC partners will be

the coordinator of the project.

Minimálně dva partneři z následující skupiny

The EU 27 Member States:

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.

The Associated countries:

a) Croatia, FYR Macedonia, Iceland, Israel, Liechtenstein, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland and Turkey, b) Albania and Montenegro, 

Minimálně 1 partner z následující skupiny

Countries with an S&T agreement with the EC
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Chile, Egypt, India, Japan*, (Rep. of) Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, Tunisia, Ukraine, United States

Countries covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy (but which are not Associated countries for the purpose of FP7)

a) Eastern Europe & Central Asia (EECA): Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, b) Mediterranean Partner Countries (MCP): Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestinian-administrated areas, Syrian Arab Rep., Tunisia
Which research topics are supported?

All Marie Curie actions have a bottom-up approach, i.e. research fields are chosen freely by the applicants. All domains of research and technological development addressed under the EC Treaty are eligible for funding, except areas of research covered by the EURATOM Treaty (http://europa.eu/scadplus/treaties/euratom_en.htm ).

How does it work?

Proposals are submitted within the specified deadlines, and are evaluated by external independent experts against a series of predetermined criteria. A staff exchange programme can apply for Community support for a period of 24-48 months. The maximum duration of the individual staff exchanges will be 12 months.

What does the funding cover?

For each member of staff from an EU Member State or Associated country staying in an eligible Third Country, the Community will pay a subsistence allowance for the additional mobility costs of €1,800 per month (including travel costs). In exceptional cases, the costs of stays of staff from certain Third countries in Europe may also be covered (viz přiložený seznam). In all cases, the staff must remain employed by their organisations and are expected to return after the mobility period.

2.1. General aspects

Balanced exchanges

Independently of the size of an exchange programme, it is expected that the exchanges out of

Europe are roughly in balance (in terms of person months) with those into Europe.
2.3. Eligible staff and eligible programmes

Participants will submit a joint multi-annual programme for the exchange of staff between the

partners. For staff from EU Member States or Associated countries, the mobility must be towards the Third Country partners and vice-versa. Staff exchanged between European partners will not be eligible to apply for the subsistence allowance paid by the Community. Viz také Examples na str. 8 Guides for Applicants.

The IRSES scheme targets early stage and experienced researchers, but if appropriate and

justified, technical and managerial staff can also benefit from the exchange programme.

2.4. Typical Activities of a IRSES Programme

The participants are expected to propose a joint programme as the common basis for their

collaboration. This may include joint research and training activities or joint workshops and

seminars, as well as other networking activities. The activities should be designed to exploit

complementary expertise of the participants and to create synergies between them. In addition to achieving scientific results in a particular area, the IRSES projects are

Financing of Third Country partners

Partner organisations from eligible Third countries are supposed to cover themselves the costs for their "outgoing" staff.
The following Third Countries may benefit from the EC subsistence contribution

1) Countries covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy (viz výše, tj. a) Eastern Europe & Central Asia (EECA): Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, b) Mediterranean Partner Countries (MCP): Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestinian-administrated areas, Syrian Arab Rep., Tunisia)

2) Argentina, Brazil, China, Chile, Egypt, India, (Rep of) Korea, Mexico, Morocco,

Russia, South Africa, Tunisia, Ukraine

